REVOLUTIONARY   AND   NAPOLEONIC   WARS

by the Prussian threats. On the contrary, they were
moved to decisive action. On August loth 1792
they deposed and imprisoned their king; in Sep-
tember proclaimed the Republic; and on January 2ist
1793 sent the most innocent but least efficient of all
the Bourbon monarchs to the guillotine. Mean-
time a rag-tag and bobtail mob, almost without
experienced officers, and armed with any weapon
they could lay hands on, had surged out of Paris
to Valmy, and placed themselves in front of the
Prussian artillery. If Brunswick had cared to run
the risk of having a few of his men cut with scythes
or pierced with pikes, he could have swept the
rabble out of his path in an hour. But his main
concern was to keep his army intact: it was wanted
elsewhere. So he let off his cannons and made a big
noise; but when he saw that the Revolutionists
were not scared off, he went back home, leaving the
French royal family to its fate.

The Prussian army was wanted on the eastern
front. Poland was calling again, Catharine n of
Russia was once more in active eruption. She had
used all her art and craft to get Prussia and Austria
thoroughly embroiled with France, and when she
saw the Austrians heavily engaged in the Nether-
lands, and the Prussians in Lorraine, she pounced on
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